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1. Warwick  is one of Queensland’s most Irish  
towns. This owes much to Brisbane’s first 
Catholic Bishop, James Quinn, who in the early 
1860’s, organised the virtual colonisation of the 
Darling Downs by his compatriots. By 1911, 
Warwick boasted a multi-generational Irish 
population of some 40%. In the 2016 census, 11% 
claimed such origins, compared with the national 
average of 7.5% 
In 1917, Warwick achieved brief national fame 
when Prime Minister Billy Hughes, was ‘egged’ 
by Catholic Irish Australians as he attempted a 
pro-conscription address at the railway station.  
Alleging complicity of the local police (Sergeant 
William Kenny by name!), Hughes trotted off to 
establish the Commonwealth Police Force.  
The Warwick egg was an ubiquitous symbol in 
subsequent anti-Hughes propaganda. 
(Locals still claim that Pat and Bart Brosnan had 
nothing to do with the ‘egging’!!) 
 
2. Club Matters and Members’ News and 

Stories: 
�  Heard at the March members’ gathering: 
Mrs. O’Toole said, “I can tell you this bit of 
scandal only once, because I promised Mrs. 
O’Leary I would never repeat it!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�  The April Diary: Full Committee  
meeting: Thursday 11th 7.00pm; Members’ night 
– Friday 26th from 5 – 8 pm give or take. 
Financial members qualify for one drinks voucher:  
 
�  Traditional Irish Music sessions at 7.00pm  
on EVERY Tuesday in the Michael Collins Bar. 
On-lookers and supporters welcome. Genuine 
traditional  Irish tunes are played in the place 
where ‘atmosphere is everything’.  
�  Quite a few members will be going to Glen  
Innes next month for the annual Celtic Festival. 
See flyer for details. 
�  March Committee Meeting 1) Discussion re 
 St. Patrick’s Day parade and the costs involved!!; 
2) Glen Innes; 3) more than $2 000 worth of 
accounts passed for payment; 4) Jan is working on 
the Club’s history to get the Honour Board up and 
running; 5) Toowoomba Chronicle photo shoot 
before the parade had been organised; 6) orders 
being taken for the new Club shirts & James Joyce 
caps and hats  – payment required at time of 
ordering; 7) work on leaking roof completed;      
8) Book of Kells prints to be hung in the Michael 
Collins Bar –  quote for hanging to be obtained.  

3.  WWW Sites: For anyone wanting to check 
more details on item 4 below, go to 
www.chesterbeatty.ie 
 
 4.  News from Ireland: 
�   2018 is the 50th anniversary of the death of  
Alfred Chester Beatty. The award - winning 
museum The Chester Beatty Library is planning a 
series of exhibitions to celebrate his priceless 
collection. The exhibition will include the 14th 
century Coétivy Book of Hours. 
 
 
 



5.   Bits and Pieces: 
�  An Irish Epitaph : 

This spot demands attraction, 
For underneath it lie the bones of Robert Jackson. 

Such a strange composition was never put 
together. 

He’d talk in all company, walk in all weather. 
He was fond of his pipe, his glass and his 

daughter, 
But cordially hated death and cold water, 

Minded everyone’s business, neglected his own. 
His dutiful nephew erected this stone. 

�  Quote from James Joyce: “I fear those big 
words which make us so unhappy.” 

�  Why do bodhran players stand around outside  
a room? A. Because they never know when to 
come in! 
 
 6.  This month in history.  
�  At noon on Easter Monday 24th April 1916, 
 the Easter Rising begins, the Irish Republic 
proclaimed.  

  
7. ‘Tings ‘Oirish: 
�  Who said this? “I am a drinker with a writing  
Problem.” (The answer at the end of this 
newsletter.) 

�  This month’s Irish Blessing:  
May I see you grey and combing the hair of your 

children’s children. 
�  Irish wisdom: Friendship is when people  

know all about you…but still like you anyway.� 
�   Oscar Wilde (1854-1900) - monthly  

comment:  By giving us the opinions of the 
uneducated, journalism keeps us in touch with the 
ignorance of the community. 

�  W. B. Yeats’ poem: “September 1913.” 
Yet they were of a different kind, 
The names that stilled your childish play, 
They have gone about the world like wind, 
But little time had they to pray

 

For whom the hangman’s rope was spun, 
And what, God help us, could they save? 
Romantic Ireland’s dead and gone, 
It’s with O’Leary in the grave. (Cont’d.) 

�  This Month’s Limerick:  
There once was a boring Irish priest, 
Whose sermons, one felt, never ceased. 
 His hearers, en masse 
 Got fatigued to the ass, 
And slept through the most sacred Feast. 
 
 
 
8.   Irish History: Colonists and Defenders. 
Such vexatious restrictions, like Poynings’  
Law, were removed in 1782, giving the Irish  
parliament formal independence. However the  
real power in Ireland lay not with the parliament  
but with the administration in Dublin Castle which  
was dependent less on the support of the Irish  
parliament than on the confidence of the London  
government. (Continued.) 
 
9.   Words from President, Tomas. 
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(Answer: Brendan Behan.) 

 

 


